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RELATED STATUTES 
 

Kansas Statutes Annotated 
 

AUTOMOBILES AND OTHER VEHICLES 
 
8-1503. Required obedience to lawful order of police 
officer or fireman; misdemeanor. No person shall will-
fully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order or di-
rection of any police officer or fireman invested by law 
with authority to direct, control or regulate traffic. Viola-
tion of this section is a misdemeanor.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1503; L. 1984, ch. 39, § 2; 
Jan. 1, 1985.  
 
8-1506. Authorized emergency vehicles; rights, duties 
and liability of drivers thereof. (a) The driver of an au-
thorized emergency vehicle, when responding to an emer-
gency call or when in the pursuit of an actual or suspected 
violator of the law, or when responding to but not upon 
returning from a fire alarm, may exercise the privileges set 
forth in this section, but subject to the conditions herein 
stated.  

(b) The driver of an authorized emergency vehicle 
may:  

(1) Park or stand, irrespective of the provisions of 
this article;  

(2) Proceed past a red or stop signal or stop sign, 
but only after slowing down as may be necessary for safe 
operation;  

(3) Exceed the maximum speed limits so long as 
such driver does not endanger life or property;  

(4) Disregard regulations governing direction of 
movement or turning in specified directions; and  

(5) Proceed through toll booths on roads or 
bridges without stopping for payment of tolls, but only 
after slowing down as may be necessary for safe operation 
and the picking up or returning of toll cards.  

(c) The exemptions herein granted to an author-
ized emergency vehicle shall apply only when such vehicle 
is making use of an audible signal meeting the require-
ments of K.S.A. 8-1738 and visual signals meeting the re-
quirements of K.S.A. 8-1720, except that an authorized 
emergency vehicle operated as a police vehicle need not be 
equipped with or display a red light visible from in front of 
the vehicle.  

(d) The foregoing provisions shall not relieve the 
driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to 
drive with due regard for the safety of all persons, nor shall 
such provisions protect the driver from the consequences of 
reckless disregard for the safety of others.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1506; L. 1977, ch. 43, § 1; 
July 1.  
AGO: 90-24 
 
8-1520a.   Unlawful passing of stopped emergency vehi-
cle. (a) The driver of a vehicle shall not overtake and pass 

another vehicle when approaching within 100 feet of a sta-
tionary authorized emergency vehicle on a highway that 
consists of two lanes carrying traffic in opposite directions, 
when the authorized emergency vehicle is making use of 
visual signals meeting the requirements of K.S.A. 8-1720, 
and amendments thereto, or subsection (d) of K.S.A. 8-
1722, and amendments thereto.  

(b)   From and after the effective date of this act, 
and prior to July 1, 2001, a law enforcement officer shall 
issue a warning citation to anyone violating the provisions 
of subsection (a).  

(c)   This section shall be part of and supplemental 
to the uniform act regulating traffic on highways.  
History:   L. 2000, ch. 179, § 1; July 1. 
 
8-1530. Duty of driver upon approach of authorized 
emergency vehicle. (a) Upon the immediate approach of 
an authorized emergency vehicle making use of an audible 
signal meeting the requirements of subsection (d) of K.S.A. 
8-1738, and amendments thereto, and visual signals meet-
ing the requirements of K.S.A. 8-1720, and amendments 
thereto, or of a police vehicle properly and lawfully making 
use of an audible signal only, the driver of every other ve-
hicle shall do the following unless otherwise directed by a 
police officer:  

(1) Yield the right-of-way;  
(2) immediately drive to a position parallel to and 

as close as possible to the right-hand edge or curb of the 
roadway clear of any intersection; and  

(3) stop and remain in such position until the au-
thorized emergency vehicle has passed.  

(b) The driver of a motor vehicle upon approach-
ing a stationary authorized emergency vehicle, when the 
authorized emergency vehicle is making use of visual sig-
nals meeting the requirements of K.S.A. 8-1720, and 
amendments thereto, or subsection (d) of K.S.A. 8-1722, 
and amendments thereto, shall do either of the following:  

(1) If the driver of the motor vehicle is traveling 
on a highway that consists of at least two lanes that carry 
traffic in the same direction of travel as that of the driver's 
motor vehicle, the driver shall proceed with due caution 
and, if possible and with due regard to the road, weather 
and traffic conditions, shall change lanes into a lane that is 
not adjacent to that of the stationary authorized emergency 
vehicle; or  

(2) if the driver is not traveling on a highway of a 
type described in paragraph (1), or if the driver is traveling 
on a highway of that type but it is not possible to change 
lanes or if to do so would be unsafe, the driver shall pro-
ceed with due caution, reduce the speed of the motor vehi-
cle and maintain a safe speed for the road, weather and 
traffic conditions.  

(c) From and after the effective date of this act and 
prior to July 1, 2001, a law enforcement officer shall issue 
a warning citation to anyone violating the provisions of 
subsection (b).  

(d) This section shall not operate to relieve the 
driver of an authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to 
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drive with due regard for the safety of all persons using the 
highway.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1530; L. 2000, ch. 179, § 20; 
July 1.  
AGO: 81-148 
 
8-1541. Pedestrians must yield right-of-way to author-
ized emergency vehicle. (a) Upon the immediate approach 
of an authorized emergency vehicle making use of an audi-
ble signal meeting the requirements of subsection (d) of 
K.S.A. 8-1738 and visual signals meeting the requirements 
of K.S.A. 8-1720, or of a police vehicle properly and law-
fully making use of an audible signal only, every pedestrian 
shall yield the right-of-way to the authorized emergency 
vehicle.  

(b) This section shall not relieve the driver of an 
authorized emergency vehicle from the duty to drive with 
due regard for the safety of all persons using the highway 
nor from the duty to exercise due care to avoid colliding 
with any pedestrian.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1541; July 1.  
AGO: 81-148 
 
8-1571. Stopping, standing or parking prohibited in 
specified places. (a) Except when necessary to avoid con-
flict with other traffic, or in compliance with law or the 
directions of a police officer or official traffic-control de-
vice, no person shall:  

(1) Stop, stand or park a vehicle:  
(i) On the roadway side of any vehicle stopped or 

parked at the edge or curb of a street;  
(ii) On a sidewalk;  
(iii) Within an intersection;  
(iv) On a crosswalk;  
(v) Between a safety zone and the adjacent curb or 

within thirty (30) feet of points on the curb immediately 
opposite the ends of a safety zone, unless a different length 
is indicated by signs or markings;  

(vi) Alongside or opposite any street excavation or 
obstruction when stopping, standing or parking would ob-
struct traffic;  

(vii) Upon any bridge or other elevated structure 
upon a highway or within a highway tunnel;  

(viii) On any railroad tracks;  
(ix) On any controlled-access highway;  
(x) In the area between roadways of a divided 

highway, including crossovers; or  
(xi) At any place where official signs prohibit 

stopping.  
(2) Stand or park a vehicle, whether occupied or 

not, except momentarily to pick up or discharge a passen-
ger or passengers:  

(i) In front of a public or private driveway;  
(ii) Within fifteen (15) feet of a fire hydrant;  
(iii) Within twenty (20) feet of a crosswalk at an 

intersection;  

(iv) Within thirty (30) feet upon the approach to 
any flashing signal, stop sign, yield sign or traffic-control 
signal located at the side of a roadway;  

(v) Within twenty (20) feet of the driveway en-
trance to any fire station and on the side of a street opposite 
the entrance to any fire station within seventy-five (75) feet 
of said entrance, when properly signposted; or  

(vi) At any place where official signs prohibit 
standing.  

(3) Park a vehicle, whether occupied or not, ex-
cept temporarily for the purpose of and while actually en-
gaged in loading or unloading property or passengers:  

(i) Within fifty (50) feet of the nearest rail of a 
railroad crossing; or  

(ii) At any place where official signs prohibit 
parking.  

(b) No person shall move a vehicle not lawfully 
under his or her control into any such prohibited area or 
away from a curb such a distance as is unlawful.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1571; July 1. 
AGO: 2002-027  
 
8-1581. Following fire apparatus prohibited. The driver 
of any vehicle other than one on official business shall not 
follow any fire apparatus traveling in response to a fire 
alarm closer than five hundred (500) feet or stop such vehi-
cle within five hundred (500) feet of any fire apparatus 
stopped in answer to a fire alarm.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1581; July 1.  
 
8-1582. Driving over fire hose prohibited. No vehicle 
shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a fire depart-
ment when laid down on any street, private road or drive-
way to be used at any fire or alarm of fire, without the con-
sent of the fire department official in command.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1582; July 1.  
 
8-1720. Lamps and lights on authorized emergency ve-
hicles; alternately or simultaneously flashing head 
lamps. (a) Except as provided in subsection (b), every au-
thorized emergency vehicle, in addition to any other 
equipment required by this act, shall be equipped with sig-
nal lamps mounted as high and as widely spaced laterally 
as practicable, which shall be capable of displaying to the 
front two alternately flashing red lights located at the same 
level and to the rear two alternately flashing red lights lo-
cated at the same level, or in lieu thereof, any such author-
ized emergency vehicle shall be equipped with at least one 
rotating or oscillating light, which shall be mounted as high 
as practicable on such vehicle and which shall display to 
the front and rear of such vehicle a flashing red light or 
alternate flashes of red and white lights or red and blue 
lights in combination. All lights required or authorized by 
this subsection shall have sufficient intensity to be visible 
at 500 feet in normal sunlight. Every authorized emergency 
vehicle may, but need not, be equipped with head lamps 
which alternately flash from high to low beam or simulta-
neously flash high to low beam.  
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(b) A police vehicle when used as an authorized 
emergency vehicle may, but need not, be equipped with:  

(1) Head lamps which alternately flash from high 
to low beam or simultaneously flash from high to low 
beam;  

(2) flashing lights specified in subsection (a), but 
any flashing lights, used on a police vehicle, other than the 
flashing lights specified in K.S.A. 8-1722, and amendments 
thereto, rotating or oscillating lights or alternately flashing 
head lamps or simultaneously flashing head lamps, shall be 
red in color; or  

(3) rotating or oscillating lights, which may dis-
play a flashing red light or alternate flashes of red and blue 
lights in combination.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1720; L. 1975, ch. 39, § 21; 
L. 1989, ch. 43, § 1; L. 1991, ch. 41, § 1; July 1.  
AGO: 2003-006, 83-176 
 
8-1738. Horns and warning devices. (a) Every motor ve-
hicle when operated upon a highway shall be equipped 
with a horn in good working order and capable of emitting 
sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of 
not less than two hundred (200) feet, but no horn or other 
warning device shall emit an unreasonably loud or harsh 
sound or whistle. The driver of a motor vehicle when rea-
sonably necessary to insure safe operation shall give audi-
ble warning with his horn but shall not otherwise use such 
horn when upon a highway.  

(b) No vehicle shall be equipped with nor shall 
any person use upon a vehicle any siren, whistle or bell, 
except as otherwise permitted in this section.  

(c) Any vehicle may be equipped with a theft 
alarm signal device which is so arranged that it cannot be 
used by the driver as an ordinary warning signal. Such a 
theft alarm signal device may use a whistle, bell, horn or 
other audible signal but shall not use a siren.  

(d) Every authorized emergency vehicle shall be 
equipped with a siren, whistle or bell, capable of emitting 
sound audible under normal conditions from a distance of 
not less than five hundred (500) feet and of a type approved 
by the secretary of transportation, but such siren shall not 
be used except when such vehicle is operated in response to 
an emergency call or in the immediate pursuit of an actual 
or suspected violator of the law, in which said latter events 
the driver of such vehicle shall sound said siren when rea-
sonably necessary to warn pedestrians and other drivers of 
the approach thereof.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-1738; L. 1975, ch. 427, § 40; 
Aug. 15.  
AGO: 83-176 
 
8-2010. Designation of authorized emergency vehicles. 
(a) Any particular vehicle listed in subsection (b) of K.S.A. 
8-2010a, and amendments thereto, shall be designated, by 
the board of county commissioners in which such vehicle is 
located, as an authorized emergency vehicle upon the filing 
of an application pursuant to K.S.A. 8-2010a, and amend-
ments thereto and a finding that designation of such vehicle 

is necessary to the preservation of life or property or to the 
execution of emergency governmental functions. The des-
ignation shall be in writing and the written designation 
shall be carried in the vehicle at all times, but failure to 
carry the written designation shall not affect the status of 
the vehicle as an authorized emergency vehicle.  

(b) Any vehicle designated as an authorized emer-
gency vehicle prior to the effective date of this act, may 
continue to operate as an authorized emergency vehicle, as 
long as: (1) The ownership of such vehicle remains un-
changed; and (2) the use of such vehicle for purposes for 
which such vehicle was designated remains unchanged, 
except that all future operation of such vehicle as an au-
thorized emergency vehicle shall be in accordance with this 
section and such other applicable provisions of law.  

(c) Fire department vehicles or police vehicles 
which are publicly owned, and motor vehicles operated by 
ambulance services permitted by the emergency medical 
services board under the provisions of K.S.A. 65-6101 et 
seq., and amendments thereto, shall not be required to be 
designated by the board of county commissioners as au-
thorized emergency vehicles.  

(d) Any vehicle designated under the provisions of 
this section, as an authorized emergency vehicle in the 
county in which such vehicle is located, shall be a valid 
designation of such vehicle in any other county and such 
vehicle shall be authorized to operate as an authorized 
emergency vehicle without being required to obtain any 
additional designation in any other county.  
History: L. 1974, ch. 33, § 8-2010; L. 1975, ch. 427, § 58; 
L. 1992, ch. 141, § 4; L. 1993, ch. 199, § 2; L. 1996, ch. 
180, § 3; July 1.  
AGO: 92-143, 92-142, 81-225, 81-38 
 
8-2010a.   Designation of authorized emergency vehicle; 
application; vehicles which may be designated. (a) An 
application for the designation of a vehicle as an authorized 
emergency vehicle pursuant to K.S.A. 8-2010, and 
amendments thereto, shall be submitted to the board of 
county commissioners in the county in which such vehicle 
is located and shall be completed and signed:   (1)   By the 
individual applicant;  

(2)   if a partnership, by a member of the partner-
ship or an authorized agent; or  

(3)   if a corporation or municipality, by an officer 
or authorized agent of the corporation or municipality.  

(b)   The following vehicles, upon approval by the 
board of county commissioners, may be designated as 
emergency vehicles:  

(1)   Wreckers;  
(2)   civil defense vehicles;  
(3)   emergency vehicles operated by public utili-

ties;  
(4)   the privately owned vehicles of firefighters or 

volunteer firefighters;  
(5)   the privately owned vehicles of police offi-

cers; or  
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(6)   any other vehicle, when it is determined by 
the board of county commissioners that such designation is 
necessary to the preservation of life or property or carrying 
out of emergency governmental functions.  
History:   L. 1992, ch. 141, § 1; L. 1993, ch. 199, § 3; L. 
1996, ch. 180, § 4; July 1. 
 
 


